1128 Official Recetver.

Legislatibe Jssembly,
Tuesduy, 23rd August, 1898.

Papers presented—Question: Official Receiver
and Estate of W. Riley—Question: Official
Receiver and Lstate of Kram and Bluch-
more—Heappropriation of Loan Moneys
Bill, first readmg—Health Bill, in Uom-
mittee, clauses 47 to 189—Police Aect
Amendment Bill, first reading—Agricul-
tural Bank Act Amendment Bill, Dis-
charge of Order—Adjournment,

Tue SpEARER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Presier: Fremantle Hospital,
Report by Board of Management. Muni-
cipal By-laws of Kanowna (general), also
additional by-lawes of North Fremantle
anil Perth.

By the MuvisteER oF Mixes: Geological
Survey, Report for 1897,

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION : OFFICIAL KECEIVER ANV
ESTATE OF W. RILEY.

Mer. RASOXN, for Mr. Gregory, asked
the Attorney-General,—1, What was the
volue of the stock in the estate of W,
Riley, when placed in charge of the Offi-
cial Receiver. 2, How long the said
stock was in his possession. 3, What
puklic effort, by advertisement, he made
to dispose of the said stock, 4, What
amgount he obtained for the said stock.
5, Whether the Minister was aware that
ih: Official Receiver was in the habit of
disj.osing of insolvent estates privately.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
W. Pennefather) replied: 1, Value as

estimated by debtor, £2,393 18s. 44.,

and timber to the value of £3240. 2,
rrom 17th July, 1897, to 31st of August,
1897. 3 None. The Officin]l Receiver
was not trustee, and so was unable to
offer a good title. His duty was simply
to hold stock as far as possible in stefu
qute until appointment of trustee. 4, The
stock was sold by the trustee, Mr. O.
L. Haines, not by Official Receiver. 35,
No.
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i QUESTIOXN: OFFICIAL RECEIVER AND

ESTATE OF KRAM AND BLUCHEMORE.

Mr. RASON, for Mr. Gregory, asked
the Attorney General: 1, What was the
estimated value of the Kram and Bluch-
more estate, Menzies, when taken over
vy the Official Receiver under receiving
order. 2, How long that estate was in
s possession. 4, Whether during that
peried he, by public advertisenient, en-
deavoured to disnose of that estate. ¢,
What amount he realised from the assets.
5, Whether his management entailed a
greater loss than the amount realised by
him from the assets. 6, If so, what
amount.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
W. Pennefather) replied: 1, Value as
per statement by debtor, £8,308 7s. 2d.
2, ¥rom the 10th May, 1897, to the bth
of December, 1897. 3, No; because the
order of adjudication was not made until
October 23, 1897, and on October 26th,
1897, Mr. Gregory, who acted as trustee
under & deed of assignment, annlied to
the court for leave to set aside proceed-
ings. 4, Gross receipts of assets, £507
153, B8, No. 6, See ansgwer to No. b.

REAPPROPRIATION OF LOAN MONEY>
BILL.

The Governor's message, received at a
previous sitting with the Bill, was con-
midered.

Toe PREMIER moved that the Bill
be now read o first time.

Questioni put and passed, without de-
bate.

Bill read a first time.

HEALTH BILL.
IN COMMITIEE.
Consideration in Committee resumed.
Clause 47—Sale of compounded ar-
ticles of food and compounded drugs:

Tue AT10ORNEY GENERAL moved,
a3 an amendment, that the words “de-
mand of the purchaser,” in line 3, be
struck out, and “details as given on the
bottle or package,” be inserted ir leu
thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauge 48—agreed to.

Tar ATTORNEY GENERAL ex-
plained that he intended to propose the
insertion of a new clause, at a later stage.
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Clauses 49 to 51, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 52—Prohibition of sale of milk
of diseased cows:

Tog ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
a3y amendments, that after the word
“mils,” in line 3, the words “that is
adulterated with water, or any other fluid
or substance, or milk,” be inserted.
Also, that after the word “section,” in
line 6, the following words be added:
"Miws shall be deemed to be aduiterated
when it containe less than 3.5 per cent.
of butter fats and 9 per cent. of solids.”
This was taken from the New South
Wales Act as being a very gooed provision
in testing milk, because it afforded a
basis upon which analysis might be inade
and prosecutions instituted.

Amendments put and passed.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
suggested by the Commissioner of Crown
Lands that paragraph 2 of the clause be
struck out, as follows: —"The court be.
fore whom any person is charged with
an offence ngainst this section shall dis-
miss the charge, if it appears 10 the
court that the defendant took all reason-
abl: and practicable means to inquire
and ascertnin whether or not the milk
soll by him, or so allowed to be =old,
came from cows suffering as aforesaid.”
While it was desirable to protect the pub-
lic, we must not persecute the seller of
milk, and the sub-clause ought to stand.
1f a person satisfied the court that he
did everything that could be expected in
making reasonable inquiries, and there
wzs no suspicion that he was conniving
at an offence, he should not he made
answerable from the mere fact that he
sold milk which was not good and whole
some,

Hox. HA W. VENN: Those who had
deslings with cattle, as many hon. mem-
bers had, wéuld agree that it would he
impossible for persons at all times to tell
what insidious disease there might be in
the animals, and only an expert weuld
be able to tell definitely what they were
suffering from. Some germs of dis-

eace among cattle were absolutely
unnoticeable to the general public,
and 1t would be very hard in-

deed to throw the onus of finding it
cut u»on the person who sold the milk.
It the interests of the public generally,
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und of dairymen in particular, it would
be as well to leave this portion of the
clause as it stood. No doubt it was
thought wise in New South Wales to re-
tain this provigion; and to strike it out
[rom thia Bill would be too drastic.

Mg. TuLixgworTH: As the clause stood,
it would be compulsory on the court to
dismiss a charge, if a wan proved that
he took reasonable precautions. It would
be well to substitute “may” for “shall.”

e ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
word “may” were inserted, the bench
would have a discretion in the matter,
but the word "shall” would make it man-
datory. A person must show that he
had taken all rensonable and practicable
menns to inquire and ascertain whether
or not the milk sold by him came from
cows that were suffering. He must do
all these things; and, having done them,
it was only just that he should expect
to be acquitted of the charge. It was
r matter for the Committee; but if the
vendor of milk had made all reasonable
inquiries, and ‘taken all reasonable pre-
cautions, it should not be left to the dis-
cretion of the bench whether the charge
should be dismissed.

Mr. InuveworTE: A vendor of milk
might bring someone to the court to
prove that he made inquiries, and was
told that the milk was all right, and then
the offender would get off, although fully
conscious of the fact that the animals
were suffering.

Tmm ATTORNEY GENERAL: In
would not be sufficient to merely make
inquiries. The clause said that the ven-
dor must take all reasonable and prae-
ticable means of ascertaining whether
the milk came from cows that were suffer-
ing. The bench would see at once
whether the man merely made a per-
functory inquiry, and whether he had
reason to believe that the milk was dis-
eased.

Clause, as amended, put nnd passed.

Clguse H3—agreed to.

Clause 54—Diseased animals or un-
wholesome food may be seized :

Mr. HOLMES moved, as an amend-
ment in line 2, that the words “any mem-
ber of the police force” be struck out. Tt
was necessary that food supposed to be
unwholesome should be examined by com-
petent officers ; but if police officers were
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required to examine it, and also officers | convictions very difficult if the word

of the local board of health or the central

board, the tendency would be for these '

officers to leave the duty to each other,
and, on the principle of what was any-
body’s business was nobody’s business, the
duty would not be performed.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
smendment was not desgirable, because if
& customer found that food sold to him
or offered for sale was unwholesome, it
would prebably be difficult for him to
tind a member of the central board or
local board of healih within a short time,
and whilst looking for such an officer all
trace of the tainted food might be re-
moved. If, on the other hand, he ¢ould
call the nearest police officer to show the
unwholesome food to him, that would be
a ready means of profecting the public
health. The clause was taken from the
Victorian Act, and seemed to be a good
one,

Mr HOLMES: Having had experience
in these cases as & member of the local
board of health, he kpew the tendency
was for the duty to be left to one or other
party, where several were concerned ; and
he thought that the duty should be fixed
definitely on some officer.

Amendment put and negatived.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as amendments, that in line 4 there be
inserted the words “or drugs.” After the
word “food,” in line 14, insert “or drugs.”
After the word “food,” in line 16,” insert
“or drugs.”  After the word “examina-
tion,” in line 21, insert “or analysis,”
After the word “health,” in line 36, strike
out the word “and” and insert the words
“or in case such seizure has been made by
the central board or the Crown,” in lieu
thereof.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 55—Penalty on importation or
possession of diseased animals and un-
wholesome food : X

Tune ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that the word “‘know-
ingly” be struck out of the firsi line. It
would lie on the person who sold the food
or article to satisfy the court whether he
“knowingly” comm...ed the offence. The
clause gave sufficient protection to the
vendor ; and it would ounly tend to make

“knowingly” were retained.

Pui and passed.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as o further amendorent, that in line 11,
after the word “poucds,” the words “and
not less than £10” be inserted. The ob-
ject of the amendment was to fix & mini-
mum penalty.

Hox. H W. VEXN: Ii this provision
wag taken from the New South Wales Act,
it would be well for the Attorney General
to be cautious in pressing for a minimum
penalty of £10, as the effect would be to
make it compulsory on maglstrates to im-
pose that amount of penalty even in cases
of the most trivial kind, where the of-
fender came just within the law. Such &
provision was not made in the larger cul-
onies, and it did not appear desirable in
this small community, to have the mini-
mum penalty so high as £10.

Mg. A. FORREST disagreed with the
remarks as to the £10 limit. For years
past this country had been made the
demping-ground for fish, butter, tea, and
other articles of inferior quality. Prose-
culions had been instituted by the local
board of health in Perth, with the result
thet fines of ls. had been inflicted, and
the board had to pay its own cosis in
each case. If it was desired that people
should have good food, a fine of a mini-
mum up to a substantial amount should
b> fixed. This was to the inierest of
pastoralista and agriculturists, as well as
otkers, because our producers could not
compete with the imported rubbish to
which he referred. The proposal wns in
the right direction. True, as the hon.
member said, our magistrates were hon-
est, but their ideas of such cases were
frequently rather crooked. That very
day certain persons had been fined for
llght-wmght bread ; but that prosecution
had cosi the City COun(:ll gome hundreds
of pounds in order to fight the question
in the higher court. This clause came
direet to the Committee from the local
board in Perth, who ought to know what
wes required.

Mr. SOLOMON: A fine should be in-
flicted, but £1¢ was too high. There
might be cases in which the offender was
not very culpable, and the magistrates
should be allowed some discretion; yet,
while it would be unwise {o leave the
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amount of fine entirely to their discretion,
o minimum of £5 would meet the case.
He supported the remarks with regard
to the merely nominal fines that were
frequently inflicted.  Similar cases oc-
curred in Fremantle, where the convicted
parties were fined one ghilling, and the
board of health had to pay the expenses.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: While
the reasons of the member for Welling-
ton (Hon. H. W, Venn) were strong, yet
ths force of the argument of the member
for West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest)
must be admitted. The bench always
tried to avoid convicting in such cases,
particularly if a high minimum fine was
provided. The minimum of £10 wus un-
doubtedly too high, and he would, by
leave, alter the nmount in his amend-
ment to £5. If too stiff a penalty were
exacted, no convictions would be ob-
tained.

Hox. H W. VENN: In speaking to
this question, he nad not been actuated
by consideration for his particular dis
trict, as the member for West Kimberley
seemed to infer. Hon members repre-
sented the whole colony, and ought to
riss guperior to local comsiderations.
This amendment dealt with drugs as well
a3 food, and had only a partial reference
to hie district. Considerable latitude
shguld be ajlowed in this matter.
Pcultry sellers, for instance, might be
fined because their game was too “high,”
wheress some consumers would not eat
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Tus ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,

. as a further amendment, that after the

gome unless it was “high.” No doubt

tha Attorney General’s contention, that
convictions would not be obtained if the
£10 minimum was adhered to, was a
sound omne, and to avoid this drawback
he would accept the alteration to £5.

Amendment (amount reduced to £5)
put and passed.

Tueg ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
83 o further amendment, that in the 13th
line, after the word “pounds,” the words
“and pot less than five pounds” be in-
gerted. This would fix the minimum as
well as the maximum fine, the lower
figure having already been agreed to.

Put and passed.

1s8 ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
23 a further amendment, that the word
“knowingly,” in the game line, be struck
out. This was consequential,

Put and passed.

word “animals,” in line 16, the following
be inserted :—“Or if any person exposes
or leaves, or causes to be left, in any
arket or sale-yard, or at any auction, or

“drives or causes to be driven to any

market or auction or sale-yard for sale,
any animal suffering from pleuro-pneu-
monia, tuberculosis, anthrax, fluke, or
ony disease or ailment whatsoever to such
an extent as to render such animal, when
slaughtered, unfit for human consump-
tion.”  Thig amendment was suggesied
by the Perth City Council. TPersonally,
he knew little of such diseases, and it was
for the Committee to say whether their
pregence could be readily detected by in-
spectors ; for, if it could, the amendment
was certainly desirable.  The amend-
ment applied only to animals diseased to
such extent as to render them wunfit for
consumption. A sheep, for instance,
might be suffering from fluke, but not to
a dangerous extent.

Hox. H, W, VERNN: Fluke was intro-
duced to the North-West district in 1863,
and sheep afflicted with it generally died.
Stock-owners and breeders would know
that a very fruitful cause of bad meat
was the over-driving of cattle and sheep.
If a perfectly healthy cow were over-
driven before milking, her milk would he
rendered injurious to delicate children,
and proportionately injurious to adults.
This over-driving was the source and
foundation of a great number of diseases
in- stock. A large quantity of evidence
had been given on the point in connection
with the tick question, from which it ap-
peared that deaths of cattle from this
cause were very numerous. If so, it was
clear that if animals were slaughtered
after being over-driven, the meat was unfit
for consumption.  Such cases might well
be provided for by the clause.

Put and passed.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as further amendments, that after the
word “pounds,” in line 20, the words “and
not less than five pounds” be inzerted ;

" that after “imprisonment” “for & term”

be inserted. Also, that after "years,” in
line 20 insert the following:—“And no
officer of the local board, nor any member
of the police force, seizing any article of
food, or drugs, or any animal, and no in-
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spector of stock or sheep eeizing
animal shall be liable for any costs, ex-
pense, or daomages on account of such
seizure, if he acted under a reasonable be-
lief that such article of food or drug

wasg unwholesome, or that guch animal was

diseased.”

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 56 and 57—agreed to.

Clause 58—O0ne local board way en-
gagé an analyst appointed by anather:

Tar ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
an amendment, that the word “both,” in
line 5, be struck out, and “such” inserted
in lien thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 59 to 69, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 7T0—Certificate of analyst prime
facie evidence, unless he is required to
be called :

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
an amendment, that after the word “de-
fendant,” in line 3, the words “at his own
cost” be inserted. The object was that,
if the defendant called evidence, he
should pay for the production of it.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 71 and 72—agreed to.

Clause 73—Defendant who succeeds on
a certain defence, of which he has not
given due notice, may be ordered to pay
costs!

Hox. H. W, VENN: It was desirable
that this clause be explained.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
claiise was intended to meet a caze where
the person was perfectly innocent of the
nature of the article he sold, and had no
reason whatever to think it was adulter-
ated. The object of the latter part of
the clauge was to exonerate him fram
the penalty, but to provide that he must
pay the costs incurred by the prosecution.

Hox. H. W. VENN: A man might
prove liis absolute Innocence, and yet at
the same time be mulct in costs. Legal
menibers would be able to say whether
that was the usual course to adopt in
. the case of a man who was innocent.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
wan would have to give notice, and if
he gave reasonable notice he would not
have to pay the costs.

Clauce put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Clauses 74 and 75—agreed to.
Clause 76—Expenses incurred ; how 1o
! be burne:

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the clause be struck out. It was
covered by clause Z¥ as amended, which
had already been dealt with.

Put and passed, and the clauze struck
out.

Clause 77—Registration of common
lodging-houses :

Mg. QUINLAN moved, as an amend-
ment, that the word “five,” in line 10,
be struck out, and “ten” inserted in lieu
thereof. The system ih vogue in Perth
was to charge 5s. for registration; but
that was not sufficient, the work entailing
a lot of trouble.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
had wo objection to the amendment.

Put and passed.

Tne ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as a further amendment, that bhefore
the word “until,” in line 14, “unless and”
be inserted.

Put and passed,
amended agreed to.

Clause 78—Certificate of character
required :

Tne ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as amendments, that the letter “s” be
struck out .of the word “inhablt.ants,”
and the word “householder” be inserted
after “inhabitant.”

Put and passed, and the
amended agreed to.

Clause 79—Exemptions
teation :

Hox. H W, VENN: The definition of
the word “lodging-house” appesred to
be insufficient. What was the differ:

and the clause as

clause as

from regis-

ence between this and a ¥ common
lodging-house?”
Tam ATTORNEY GENERAL: A

commeoen lodging-house was defined as
one in which not less than siz persons
paid for board, and for not less than one
veek at a time.

Put and passed.

Clauses 80 to 82, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 83—Contents of register, how
to be proved:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
| ag an amendment in line 2, that after
. the word “and” there be inserted “or
l any Act previously in force.”
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Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.
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graph, second line, that the words “in
petty sessions™ be struck out. Also that

Clauses 84 to 91, inclusive—agreed to. ' the following proviso be added to the

Clause 92—Proceedings for offences:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that the words “im
petty sessions” be struck out of the
third line. Also, that there be added
io the clavse the words: “or otherwise
into the Supreme Court.”

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauge 93-—Houses may bhe declared
unfit for human habitation, and their
occupation forbidden:

Ty ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as amendments, that the words “or
nny part thereof” be inserted after the
word “thereof,” in line 4. Also, that in
line § the weords “in writing” be struck
out.

Put and passed, and the
amended agreed to.

Clauses 94 and 95—agreed to.

Claugse 96—DPenalty on persons offend-
ing against enactment:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment in the firet line, that
the word “knowingly” be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
nmended agreed to.

Clause 97—Definition of occupying
as a dwelling:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
ag an amendment, that the words “with
the consent of the owner or occupier”
e struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 983—Power to close cellars in
cnse of two convictions:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that the words “in
petty sessions” be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clavse 99—DBuilding not hitherte
used as dwelling not to be used without
consent :

Tie ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as amendments, that the words “such
part of the district as shall be defined
by by-law of the Central Board” be
struck out, and the following inserted in
lieu thereof: “a municipal district or
within the area of the jurisdiction of a
local board.” Also, in the second para-

clauge as

| clause as drafted,

clause: “Provided that before any new
liuilding  be occupied as a dwelling-
house or offices, a certificnte be obtained
from a building surveyor and officer of
health declaring such house or offices to
be fit for human occupation.” This
proviso was suggested by the Central
Board of Health, with the object of pre-
venting the erection of dwellings in un-
healthy situations.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauzes 100 to 106, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 107—Punishment for offences
ngainst this part of this Act:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
a8 an amendment in the second line,
that the words “in petty sessions” be
struck out,

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 108 and 109—agreed to.

Clause 110—Local Board to report
epidemic disease, etc., to Central Board:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment in line 7, that the
word “evidence” be struck out, and “re-
marks or” be inserted in lieu thereof.
The word “evidence” was misused in the
because the board
would not be able to take evidence in
this respect.

Put and passed, and the clause as

. nnended agreed to.

Clouse 111—Governor may direct en-
forcement of provisions to prevent
disense:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment in the third para-
graph on page 35, first line, that the word
“purfying” be .Jnserted aiter “oleans-
ing.” Also, in the second line of the
game paragraph, that the words “sssem-
bly or” be inserted after the word “of,”
to make the passage read, “places of as-
sembly or entertainment,” etc.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 112 to 118, inclusive—agreed

U te

-C]ause 119—Infectious diseases to be
reported :
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Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
an amendment, that after the word
“fever,” in the third line, there be ingerted
the words “diphtheria, leprosy, and
scarlatina.”

Put and passed.

Hox. H. W. VENN, referring to the
pecalty mentioned at the end of the
clause, said a fine not exceeding £50 for
failing to comply with the clause as to re-
porting infectious or contagious diseases
appeared to be too much for the circum-
stances of the colony.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
offence of not reporting these diseases was
very serious,

Hox. H. W. VENN: But how would
people know the requiremenis of thia
Bill, when it came newly into operation?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Every-
body was presumed to know the law.

Hox. H W. VENN: But everybody did
not know the law, and in country districts
especially only a small section of the com-
munity read the provisions of o statute.

T MINISTER OF MINES (Fun. H.
B. Lefroy): The doctor, and wmoi tle
householder, was required to make the re-
port.

P Hox. H. W. VENN: Many persons
would err in ignorance of the law, and that
would especially occur in isolated districts.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
reason that the penalty was large was to
meet cases of urgency, where the result of
noi reporting these diseases might be
serious. Where the case was not gerious,
the penalty would probably be light.

Mg, A. FORREST: This provision as
to reporting contagious or infectious

diseases was inserted at the instigation of .

the Perth Board of Health, because rome
doctors in Perth had refused to report
auch cases, their objection being that 1: ¢y
ought to be paid e fee for making reports,
hecause they used to get a fee for reports.
At present there was no power to compel
doclors to send in reports of such cases,
although it was clearly in the interest of
the public health that they should be re-
quired to do so,

Hox. H W, VENN: This provision
might be suitable for towns, but to say
that a remort must be sent in within 24
hours after n ease was discovered appeared
to be too short a time for people in coun-
try diatricts.
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Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
had been asked also to insert a provision
that medical men should make these re-
ports free of charge, and he understood
the medical men bad been in the habit of
demanding a fee for such reports. The
request wasmade by the municipal council
of Perth that it should be made compul-
gory on medical practitioners to report
free of charge cases couming within their
knowledge, o that the local board of
kealth might be informed promptly. This
would be a wise provision in the interests
of the commurity, but it appeared to be
rather hard on medical practitioners;
and, baving heard the opinions of several
members, he had decided not to move the
amendment as to requiring reports to be
made free of charge.

MR. QUINLAN moved, as an amend-
ment, in the 8th line, that the word
“nearest” be struck out. He sad every
district had not a local board of health,
and to require that these reports shnwu
be sent to the nearest board of uealih
would be an indefinite and often nwkward
way of dealing with the matter. Asto New
Norcia, for instance, the acar:st lceal
board was Newcastle, and to send a 14} crt
there would not be convenient i the
people of New Norcia, as other places
ctuld be reached better by railway.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
necessary to fix the locality of the
board to which reports from any districrs
should be sent in, and he couid not per-
ceive a better mode of defining it.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: A mudi-
cal practitioner might sometimes be
called 100 miles to a case of fever in a
country distriet, and it would not be prac-
ticable for him to send a report of that
case to the nearest local board of health
within twenty-four hours.

Tee ATTOBRNEY GENERAL: The
clause required that the report should be
made and despatched, but it did not mea »
that the report must be received by the
Tocal board of health within twenty-four
heurs.

Twe MINISTER OF MINES: The ob-
ject aimed at was to put people on th-r
guard within a certain distance of the
place where a. man had been afflict3d wish
the complaint.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.
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Clause 120—Duty of local authoriiy to
cause premises to be cleansed and dicn-
fected :

TaE ATTORNEY GENERAL m rred, as
an amendment, that the words “wlether
within or without such local boarl’s dis
trict” be struck out of line 17. The Mum
cipal Council of Perth, which was also ilie
local board of health, had suggested that
those words be omitted.

Put and passed.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
further amendments, that the word “and”
in line 9 and in line 16 be séruck out, and
“or” inserted in lieu thereof in each case.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 121 to 130, inclusive—agrzed
to.
Clause 131—Power of local board w
provide for reception of sick:

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, ug
amendments, that after the word “pro-
vide,” in line 1, the words “hospitals ar
be inserted ; also that after “hospital,” in
line 6, the words “or temporary place” be
inserted.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 132 and 133—agreed to.

Clause 134—Recovery of costs of main-
tenance of patient in hospital :

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
on amendment, that the word “six,” in
[ine 6, be struck out, and “twelve” in-
serted in Heu thereof. The Perth Local
Board had suggested that the time should
be extended, and he did think the limit of
gix months was rather too short.

Put and passed.

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
a further amendment, that the word
“death,” in line 7, be struck out, and the
words “dying in such hospital or place”
be inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 135 to 137, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 138—0ffence of not registering :

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
an amendment, that the word “five,” in
line 5, be struck out and “ten” inserted in
lieu thereof.

Put and paszed, and the clause, ag
amended, agreed to,
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Clause 139—Offence of conducting or
assisting at unregistered private hospital :

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
an amendment, that after the word “the,”
in line 1, the words “provisions of the” be
inserted.

Put and passed, and the
amended, agreed to.

At 6.28 p.m, the Crairman left the
chair.

At 7.30, the CralrMax resumed the
chair.

clause, as

Clause 140—Definition of nuisances:

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, us
an amendment, in sub-clause (5), referring
to conditions of health in workrooms or

| factories, that after the word “any,” in tne

first line, the words “shop, laundry,” be
inserted, making the sub-clause read,
“shop, laundry, workroom, or factory,”
etc. This was suggested by the Municipal
Couneil of Perth.

Put and passed.

Me. SOLOMON, referring to sub-clause
6, dealing with drainage, moved, as an
amendment that, in the first line, after the
word “street,” there be inserted “right-of-
way,” making the passage read, “any
street, right-of-way, lane, passage, yard,
land, or allotment,” ete.

Put and passed.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to sub-clause
(7), dealing with smoke nuisance arising
from furnaces, moved that the sub-clause
be struck out. He said, if this clause
were carried as printed, there should he
some safeguard against excessive hardship,
or the effect would be that almost every
kind of factory or workshop in a place
like Perth might be closed. He did not
object to means being taken to compel
manufacturers to minimise any nuisance
resulting from the use of furnaces, which
were necessary for carrying on various in-
dustries, but such a provision as this would
place in the hands of any two persons the
power to so harass the owner of a manu-
factory or workshop as practically to com-
pel him to abandon the business in that
locality. The words “as far as practic-
able,” in-relation to preventing nuisances
arising from smoke-stacks and furnaces,
would depend entirely on the interpreta-
tion which the court put on them. There
was a statute in England dealing with this
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subject, and it had been a great boon to
the publie, by minimising the nuisance
resulting from excessive quantities of
smoke; but s limitation was provided
there which permitted a certain {time when
starting the furnace fire, also permitting
certain times during the day for firing up
or stoking, during which no information
would lie against a manufacturer for emit-
ting considerable quantities of smoke
caused unavoidably. [f such a provision
were inserted in this clause, there would
ve no objection to it. In the heart of a
city it was not desirable to have trades or
manufactories cmitting large quantities of
smoke ; but in places like Perth and Fre-
mantle, various industries bad grown up,
such as his own foundry, and in these
small communities it was not desirable to
press unduly upon the owners of factories
or workshops where furnaces were neces-
eary for stenm power. Legislation on this
subject should go on the lines of the pro-
visions which existed in England ; nnd he
could testify that they worked well there,
for he had scen the effect of them in what
was known as the “black country,” where
workshops and manufactories were so
numerous and smoke-stacks were so aany.
that they used to emit vast clouds of
antoke, until the nuisance was mitigated
by recent legislation, as he had stated.
Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL : The sub-
clause was taken from the preseni Act,
which had been in operation since 1836.
MR. GecrgE said e was aware of that,
Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL : The hon:
member need not apprehend any danger
to hig business as an ironfounder by pass-
ing the clause, provided his foundry
created no greater nuisance than it had
done in the past; for as the hon. member
had pointed out, the words “as far as
practicable” indicated that, where the
owner of such establishment took renson-
able precautions to prevent a nuisance,
the country would not expect him to de
imposgibilities. No member of the House
and no tribunal would think for . moment
that a manufacturer should be subject
to conviction under such a clause, because
his chimney happened to emit smoke
which could not be prevented.
Tee Pemuer: The Perth Gas Com-
pany did the same thing.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was

[
necessary to retain this sub-clause, how-
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ever, in the event of other factories be-

* ing established.

MRr. IiuixewonrrE: What about the
Mint?

Tns ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
had not started yet; but in the event of
other manufactories being established
here, and creating a nuisance among the
reaple, the owners starting operations
with their eyes open must put up with
the consequences. Existing {actories
could not possibly be blamed by whoever
had the administration of the law, for the
owners of these factories did not come to
the people, but the people came to them
by settling near them. To strike out the
sub-clause would militate very much
aguinst other provisions of the Bill in re-
gard to the benefit of the public health,
ond he hoped the hon. member would
not persist in his amendment.

Mzr. GEORGE: The Attorney General,
while trying to bhe az just as possible,
spoke from his own point of view; but
he (Mr. Georse) spoke from experience,
and he knew that very recently in Perth
an attempt had been made to shut up
—not his factory, for he was not speak-
ing on his own bebalf—but several small
fnctories, such as butchers’ shops which
used small engines for the purpose of
driving sausage machines. As far as
his own factory was concerned, he was
within measurable distance of the time
when he would shift out of Perth; but
he was alluding to other factories which
had been established in the city, and were
giving a large amount of employment.

Mn. A. Fonmest: And were a consi-
derable nuisance, too.

Mer. GEORGE: In the particular in-
stance which he had in mind, the
nbject of the complaints was, not so much
the abatement of the nuisance, as the
closing up of the establishments. He
had instanced his own factory, because
he supposed it made more smoke than
probably half o dozen of the smalier
places to which he had referred.

Mr. MitcHELL:  And gag too.

Mer. GEORGE: No; he left that to
hon. gentlemen who had shares in the
Mem-
bers on his (the Opposition) side of the
House were noted for the emptiness of
their pockets, while those on the Gov-
ernment side had invariably big banking
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accounts, TUnless the Attorney General
could give him some assurance as to in-
troducing necessary provisions to protect
the class of persons to whom he referred;
he must ask jthe Committee to strike
out the sub-clause.

Mr. A. Formesr: We must have the
power somewhere.

Mr. GEORGE: If the Minister would
leave the consideration of the clause till
the recommittal of the Bijll, he would
be glad to confer with him as to whether
gome provision could be made, so as
to give reasonable power to the board of
health to protect the people without in-
juring manufacturers. He had no desire
to perpetuate nuisances in the city, butb
it wae going too far to place in the hands
of any two persons the power to harass
their neighbours. It was idle to say
they would oot do it, for people fre-
quently fell foul of each other, and would
be glad to use such means as this to

atify their animosity.

Mr. VOSPER: The hon. member had
evidently overlooked the second praviso
in the clause, wherein several safeguards
were set forth, which to a great extent
should meet the objection. He (Mr.
Vosper) rather agreed with the Attorney
Genernl in this matter, in view of the pro-
posed smelting works at Fremantle,
which doubtless were only the first of
many such works to be eonstructed here.

Once such establishments were in opera-

tion, large quantities of hydrochloric acid,
arsenic, and other deleterious fumes
would be poured forth to poison the at-
mosphere. Such gases had a devastat-
ing effect on vegetation, were injurious
to health, and were a nuisance generally.
It would be well if the Bill had scme
stringent provision, to prevent the public
health being injured by such establish-
ments. Even at the Mint, in the treat-
ment of certain classes of ore for experi-
mental purposes, large quantities of
arsenic might be poured out from the
chimneys, and it might be necessary to
proteet the public from the danger thus
arising. The Government should be
very careful in altering this clause, how.
ever much it micht he objected to; and
it. was evident that the second proviso
held such factories as those mentioned by
the member for the Murray practically
harmless,
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Mr. A. FORREST: The member for
the Murray (Mr. George) could hardly
have read the Bill carefully, without see-
ing that there was no intention to injure
manufacturers.  The clause was copied
from the present Act; and, as it would
be administered chiefly by the local board
of health, a part of the City Council, the
hon, member might rest assured that no
effort would be made to drive manufac-
turers out of the city; that, on the
contrary, the council preferred to have
them in the c¢ity. The question of
smoke was a difficult matter. The
Morning Herald proprietary were told
by the Council to increase the height of
their chimney-stack, and they did it, but
aven now it wag a kind of nuisance to the
neighbourhcod. The same might be
said of the Gas Company, and of other
manufacturers of smoke ; but that wasne
reagon why these businesses should be
closed up. If we had more businesses of
this class in the ecity, it would mnot be
necessary to send so much money out of
the colony. Power was required to deal
with those which became menaces to the
public health, and it might be taken for
pranted that the persons administering
the law would not abuse that power.

Mr. MORGANS : The interesting point
raised by the member for North-Easl
Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) was deserving
of careful consideration, namely, the ex-
pulsion of dangerous fumes from factory
chimneys ; but this clause did net apply
to that point at all. It read: “which
does not, as far as practicable, consume
the smoke arising from the combustible.”
The clause did not touch cases of delete-
rious fumes arising from a manufactur-
ing process, which fumes might be far
more dangerous to the public health than
mere unconsumed carbon.  Thousands
of pounds had been spent upon the great
problem of the conrumption of smoke,
which a0 far had not bheen satisfactorily
solved. He would not have referred to
the Morning Herald if the member for
West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest) had not
done =0 ; but he frequently observed some
very dense black fumes, contisting of un-
consumed carbon, arising from that
chimney. It would be most unfair to
compel the proprietors to consume their
own smoke—he ‘was not speaking meta-
phorically—for it was very doubtful whe-
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ther they could do it. The consumption
of smoke depended not so much upon
the mechanical applinnees used as upon
the nature of the combustible,

Mg. Georoe: Collie coal.

Ma. MORGANS: It was doubtful whe-
ther the Collie coal made as much smoke
as the Newcastle coal.

Mg. Vosper: The Collie coal was “afl
smoke.”

Mr. MORGANS: No; it was rather of
an anthracite nature, and did not make
much smoke. It wans not desirable to
place too much power even in the hands
of such an immaculate body as the local
board of health. There should be some
provision for dealing with deleterious
fumes fromn factories. In smelting ore
containing arsenical pyrites, a tremen-
dous amount of arsenic wos generated,
which would have a most injurious effect,
not only upon the surrounding vegeta-
tion, but upen the inhabitants.

Mg. Vosrer: And sulphur also.

Mr. MORGANS: Yes; sulphur formed
sulphuric acid gos, which was very dan-

erous.

Mg. VOSPER: Would the hon. mem-
ber inform the Committee whether what
was proposed would have the effect of
preveanting persons from allowing the
escape of noxious fumes, and if
not, whether he would be prepared to
anmend the clause so that it would pro-
vide for that.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
clause did not, in his opinion, cover what
was referred to by the hon. member, but
it was his intention to add one which
would do so.

Mr. SOLOMON: There was another
substance, which was a kind of emut and
pot smoke, that emanated from a flour-
mill in Fremantle, and it was very near
the business places, doing damage to a
large amount of merchandise. He hoped
the Attorney General would see his way
to provide a clause to prevent that. He
certainly hoped that the clause which
had now heen in existence for a number
of years, nnd had heen very serviceable,
not only to Perth and Fremantle, he
presumed, but to other places, would be
retained.

Mr. GEORGE: Provided some provi-
sion was introduced which would prevent

anything like either malicigus or angry '
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interference with a marn's business,
he would not object to this clause.
There chould be a time allowed for light-
ing vp in the morning, and aleo for firing
up during the day. As far as the smoke
was concerned, a great deal of it could
be minimiced by more frequent firing up.
At the game time, that was a more ex-
pensive matter to the man who had to
run the engine. He asked the Attorney
General to think over this matter, and
the point which had been raised by the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper) was also worthy of consideration.

Mr. EINGSMILL: It would be a pity
if any person establishing & manufactory
were liable to be harassed under this
Bill.  With regard to smelting works,
every effort would be made to prevent
o nuisance, because the products which
constituted a nuisance were valuable.
1f gentlemen would visit the smelting
works now going up, they would see
that the smole had to traverse a flue of
350ft,, and then a stack. Smelting
worke might, he thought, be depended on
to carry out the provisions of this Bill,
and consume their smoke as much as
possible.

Ter ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
member for the Murray (Mr. George) was
willing, he understood, not fo press his
amendment just now, and, that being so,
he would mve him an opportunity be-
fore the Bill was finally passed to assist
in some [fair way to modify this clause
if it could be done; but, if that could
not be accomnplished, he (the Attorney
General) would not sacrifice the clause,
because he considered that it would be
injudicious to do so. The member for
South Fremantle (Mr. Solomon) hoped
something might be inserted in this Bill
to meet the nuisance created by smut.
He (the Attorney General) sugeested to
the Committee that after the word
“smoke,” in line 3, the words “or smut”
be added.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The suggestion
made by the hon. gentleman would hardly
do what was wanted. As far as he un-
derstood, smut was a disease in wheat.
What the hon. member really referred to
was the flour dust constantly coming
from a mill, which was very injurious
to goods, and proper care should be taken
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that it did pot escape. That did not come
from a chimney.

Amendment (Mr. George’s), by leave,
withdrawn,

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
& further amendment, that after the
word “nuisance,” in line 9 of paragraph
7, the following be inserted: “Any dead
animal in any house or premises, or on
any land, road, street, or thoroughfare,
and which causes an offensive smell.”

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 141 to 146, inclusive—agreed

to. .
Clauge 147—Offensive trades:
Tar ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as amendments, that after the words
“fish curing establishments” the words
“fish shops” be inserted ; and that after
“elue factories” “laundries” be in-
serted.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauser 148—agreed to.

Clause 149—Power of local hboard to
refuse to register offensive establish-
ments :

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
ag an amendment, that the words “dor-
ing any one year,” in line 5, be struck
out. This alteration was sugpested by
the local council,

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 150—Duty of local board to

complain to justice of nuisance arising
from offensive trade:
. Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as amendments, that the words “any
two legally qualified medical practi-
tioners,” he altered to read, “any
legally qualified medical practitioner;”
also that the word “ten,” in the same
tine, be struck out, and “six” inserted
in liew thereof; also that the words
“justicer in petty sessions,” in line 13,
be struck out.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 151 and 152—agreed to.

Clause 153—Danger to health from
premisges in a filthy state:

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that the word “ten,” in
Tine 2, be struck out, and "six” inserted
in lieu thereof; algo tBat after the word
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“currier,” in line 8, the word “fHan.
monger, laundryman” be inserted.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 154—Theatres, hospitals, and
public buildings:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
a: amendments, that the word “ujen,”
in line 1, be struck out, and “open” in-
gserted in lieu thereof; also that thae
word “or,” in line 8, be struck out, and
the words “or extended” be inserted
after “opened,” in the same line.

Amendments put and paesed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 155—agreed to.

Clause 156—Lanes and yards
paved :

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: It had
beer: suggested by the municipal council
of Perth that the last three lines in the
clause should be strack out, namely,
“Nothing in this clause shall be taken to
imposeany liability or duty on the Crown
or any public department or officer.” The
object of that suggestion was to make the
Government answerable under the clause
for the expenees of carrying out all these
prcvisions, as to drainage and other
things in lanes and yards on Crown land.
This limitation as to Crown property was
taken from the Victorian Act, where it was
considered necessary ; and asamember of
the Government of this colony he could
not consent to its being struck out.

Mr. A. FORREST: What the Attorney
General had just said was astonishing, for
it claimed that the Government should
gret out of the liabilities properly attaching
to Government property.

Tre PreMIER: Where was thizs done
clsewhere?

Mg. A. FORREST : The Government, &
owners of property, should be compelle:
to do what the ratepayers were compelled
to do, as owners of property; and if the
Government were not willing to be placed
on the same footing, he would press this
matter to a division, if necessary. The
Government should clean up their own pre-
mises, the same as any private individual
had to do. The Government escaped with-
out paving rates for Crown propertyin the
city of Perth, and he questioned whether
the public buildings, if rated, would not
vield more to the city council as a revenue
thar. the municipal subsidy amounted to

to be
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now. The clause required, practicaily, !
that the Government should keep their !
premises clean. The local board of health
had to levy a rate on citizens generally
for this purpose, and why should not the
Guvernment be compelled to keep their
places clean, when they did not pay
rates for them? The Attorney General
must know how hard it was to get money
out of ratepayers, and even when rate-
payers did pay they gruombled and
abused the murpicipal council.

Tee Premier: Did the hon. member
know exactly what those words meant?

fMr. A. FORREST: They meant that
the Government should keep clean the
streets, lanes, sewers, and drains on iheir
own langd,

Mn. Lesgs: Those two hon. members
should not get to squabbling.

Mg. A, FORREST moved, as an amend-
wment, that the last three lines of the clause
he struck out.

Mz. SOLOMON supported the amend-
ment, because as ratepayers had to pay
rates for this purpose, the Government
should be required to do the same, or
should carry out the provisions of the
clause at their own expense, there being
no subsidy from the Government for this
purpose.

Mg, GEORGE supyported the amend-
ment, and ngreed that if Government
property in erth were rated, it would
probably return more to the Cily Counuil
thar was received from the present muni-
cipal subsidy. If every building or rabbit-
warren owned by the Government in
Perth were rated, the council could do
without the subsidy, and there would bea
considerable relief to the rates. Perions
had to carry out the provisions of skie
clatse, and why should not the Govera-
ment do the same? If the Premier, in his
capacity as a ratepayer, did not pay the
municipal demands, he would be sold up
—no ; perhaps not, because his brother
was the mayor ; but if such demands were
made on him (Mr. George), he would he
smd up anyway. ¥e hoped the amend-
ment would be pressed to a division, if
necessary, even if the Government had to
suffer n defeat.

Amendment put and passed, and the
last three lines of the clause struck out.

Clause, ns amended, agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Clause 157—agreed to.
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Clause 158—Formation of way:

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that in the last line,
alter the word “any,” the words “right
of” be inserted, making the clause read,
“any right-of-way, paseage,” etc.

Put and passed; other consequential
amendments to the same effect being also
made in the clause and in the side-note.

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL, refer-
ring to the maximum amount recoverahble
m a local court, said a suggestion had
been made by the Perth City Council to
alter the maximum amount from £100,
as in the clauee, to £1,000; the object
being to increase the jurisdiction of the
locnl court in these matters up to £1,000.
This was m question which the Committee
ought to consider; and, without expres-
ging an opinion upon it, the alteration
appeared to him to be rather dangerous.

Mr. A. FORREST: Experience had
shown that the costs of an action arising
under this clause were so great when a
cage was tried in the Supreme Court,
that even when the amount claimed was
gemall or the amount of the verdict was
small, the costs were very heavy, and
had to be paid out of rates. A claim
was made against the City Council, some
months ago, for £600 in connection with
& question of drainage, and the amount
of the verdict in the Supreme Court was
£10. The costs in that case amounted
to about £325. Having such an ex-
ample of the expensiveness of litigation
in the Supreme Court in connectien with
municipal afairs, it was thought that the
interests of ratepayers would be better
gerved if municipal actions could be tried
in the local court up to £1,000. If a
case were brought in the Supreme Court
it could scarcely be carried on a ringle
day for less than £200. He moved, as
an amendment, that the word “bundred”
in the 18th line be struck out, and the
word “thousand” be inserted in lien
thereof. .

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member should bear in mind that
the action to which he referred extended
over several days.

Mr. A. Forrest: They all did that
now.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
costy were large, because of the length
of time over which the action extended.
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Mr. A. Forrest: Thia alteration was
desired only in municipal matters.

Mg. LEAKE: The amendment would
be impraper in a Bill of this kind, because
it would be practicelly amending the
Local Courts Act ; and, if pressed, he
would have to ask for the Chairman's
ruling as to whether such amendment
would be in order. By the Local Courts
Act, the jurisdiotion extended only up to
£100; and perbaps the hon. member
would accept his assurance that this
amendment was out of place. If the
object was to extend the jurisdiction of
the local court in general matters, he
would support that, at & proper time.

Mr. A. Forgesr: Only in municipal
matters.

Mr. LEAKE: It could not be extended
in this way; and, if the hon. member
pressed his ainendment, the Chairman's
ruling would bave to be taken on it.

Mg. A. FORREST: This Bill, before
being submitted to the House, had been
scrutinised by several members of the
legal profession, and he was not acting
alone in the matter. During the last
three days the municipal authorities in
Perth had been threatened with writs to
an aggregate amount of many thousands
of pounds for damages, owing to defec
tive drainage in outlying parts of the
city ; and it was a question whether the
whole of the ratepayers’ money was to
be eaten up in legal expenses in the Su-
preme Court, Even a verdict of ome
farthing damages carried costs, which
costs fell on the municipal council. Tt
was not the verdict they were afraid of,
but the costs. The Perth council con-
sidered that if all municipal matters
could be dealt with by the loecal court,
the costs would be small ; also, that the
loeal court authorities would be more ip
touch with municipalities than was the
higher court.  As his proposal would in-
terfere with an existing statute, he had
pleasure in withdrawing it. It had been
brought forward in the interests of the
ratepayers.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause, as previously amended, put
and passed.

Clauses 159 to 162, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 163—Low-lying lands:
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Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
4% an smendment, that after the first
word _ “the,” in line 3, “nearest” he in-
serted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 164 to 166, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clanse 167—Penalty on neglect of local
board to remove refuse, ete. :

Mg, GEORGE: This might be 2 con-
venient place to intreduce a provision
that the cost for the cleansing of eartn
c¢losets, cesspools, and asphits should fall
on the owner of the house, and not on the
occupier.  Such charges wére practically
municipal rates, as far as Perth and Fre-
mantle were concerned, and might well
be paysble in the same way as ordinary
rates. ‘The owner could easily add them
to the rent.  Very great hardship arose
through frequent changes of tenants.
In the event of there being unpaid rates,
the City Council could levy distraint upon
the new occupant of the house for the
debts of the previous tenant, who only
had his remedy against his predecessor,
if he could find him. If those rates and
charges were payable by the owaer, that
party would take good care that he got
the money from the occupier; and it
would be better for the occupier, too, be-
cause he would pay his rates weekly in
his rent. It would be better, too, for
the City Council, which would not have
half as much trouble in collecting rates
as they had now. He moved, as an
amendment, that after the first word
“the,” in line 2, the words “owner or” he
inserted.

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL: Appat-
ently the object of the amendment was to
make the owner as well as the occeupier
liable—either ine owner or the occupier.

Mr. GEORGE: Strike out “occupier”
and put in “owner.” It was the Minis-
ter's buciness to make such alteraiions.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
was not going to correct the hon. mem-
ber. He did not wish to see such an
amendment passed, for he did not think
it was right. The person rightly re-
gponsible for removing rubbish was the
person in occupation.

Mn. HigHam: Suppose there was no
occupier?
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Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
first incoming tenmant would take good
care, before he came into possession, fo
see that the owner removed the rubbish ;
but to saddle the owner with responsi-
bility for rubbish not removed by the
occupier would be most unfair.

Mr. A. FORREST: This was a big
question, requiring much consideration.
It was the intention of the municipal
council of Perth to forward certain
amendments of the Municipalities Act,
which had been agreed to in a conference
at Coolgardie in the early part of the
yenr; and then would be the time to
deal with the whole question as to whe-
ther the owner should not pay this charge.
Rubbish was taken away for nothing by
the municipal authorities. The measure
to which he referred would be on the table
of the House in a few days, and the pro-
vision could then be included.

Mr. Georep: But look at the recep-
tion it would have!

Mr. A. FORREST: But it was not
likely the Attorney General would ob-
ject to the provision, if it was the gene-
ral wish of hon. members that the owners
as well as the occupiers of properties
should be liable for the rates. Such a
law would save a large expense to the
municipalities in the collection of rates,
and each owner could charge his tenant.
The amendment would be better with-
drawn.

Mr. GEORGE: While willing to bow
to the wish of the member for West
Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest), he was not
prepared te swallow all the Attorney
General had said. That was too big an
order. The hon. gentleman evidently
had mot much experience in connection
with small house property, or with the
seamy side of life, or he would know that
it was no uncominon incident for the
rate collector to sell the property of one
man for the debts of another; and, as
for the statement that a new tenant
would not go into the house until the rub-
bish has been clearedi: away, that was
ridiculous, for at the time of the boom
in Perth, tenants would have gone even
into the hon. gentleman’s office, if they
had a chance, without asking any ques-
tion as to whether there were any skele-
tong in the cupbhoard. He spoke of a
matter on which he felt strongly, and
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he did not thank the Attorney General
for the lofty and sneering fashion in
which his remarkshad beenreceived. The
business of the hon. gentleman—that
for which he was paid—was to try as a
Minister to help members of the Com-
mittee in dealing with measures before
them.

Tre Arrorxer GExeEraL: But not to
receive the hon. member’s insults,

Mn. GEORGE:Not to stand up and
attempt to inflict a cheap sneer or laugh
on members because they were not so
well up in law as himself. If he (Mr.
George) were a lawyer, he would be able
te judge as to how much the Attorney
Geperal knew of his profession; but,
judging by the way that Minister’s
measures were treated in this Assembly,
bis knowledge of law was worth nothing
at all.

Tae ATTORNEY! GENERAL: The
hon. member who had just sat down
had said what he invariably said when
he allowed his judgment to be over-
clouded by his temper. It was not de-
girable to follow suit in replying, be-
cause such .cobservations, coming from
the hon. member, were beneath con-
tempt.

Mr. GeorgB: Why, then, did the hon.
member refer to them?

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn and
the clause passed.

Clause 168—Private premises to be
cleansed :

Twe ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that the words
“twemty-four hours after,” in lines 13
and 14, be struck out and the words
“time named in” jnserted in lieu there-
of.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 169 and 170—agreed to.

Clause 171—Obtaining destructors,
ete. @

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as amendments, that after the word “a,’
in line 3, the words “site and” be in-
serted. That after the word “such,” in
line 8, the word “site” be inserted. That
in line 11 the words “end such land” be
struck out, and the word “site” inserted
in lien thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.
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Clause 172—Power to make sanitary
regulations:

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as amendments, that after the words
“by-laws,” in line 3, “and regulations”
be inserted. That after the worde “by-
lawg,” in line 5, “and regulations” be
inserted.

Put and passed.

Mr. WILSON: Why should it be
made compulsory to remove pans in the
day time! Should it not be optional to
do it at night?

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
cbject was to permit of supervision.

Mr. WILSON: It would be well to
teave the matter entirely to the Local
Board of Health. He therefore moved,
as a further amendment, that the worda
*“in the day time,” in lines 13 and 14, of
page 61, be struck out.

Put and passed.

Mr. GEORGE moved, as a furthor
‘amendment, that after the word “"each,’
in line 16, page 61, the words “owner or”
be ingserted. This was a convenient oppor-
tunity for emphasising the principle which
those who had experience of municipal
government knew to be correct,that where
the rates were made they should be paud
by the owners of the premises. The grzat
difficulty was to recover the rates, owiag
i the frequent changes of oceupants ; avd
seeing that the properiy was always there
and could not be removed, it must be a
fair thing that the owner should bear the
burden, as he could recoup from the ter-
ants. Was it not far better thut the rent
charged should imolude everything, than
that it should be seemingly low and the
tenant should have to pay the rates? In
Perth there was a rate made for clear:ng
away rubbish, and in relation to nightsoil
there was a charge of so much a month.
His old colleagues would bear him out in
saying that great trouble was experienced
in getting the sanitarv rate in connection
with the nightsoil, there being hundreds
and hundreds—he might say thousands—
of pounds outstanding in Perth.

Put and passed,

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
a further amendment that the words
“petty sessions,” in line 18 of page 61
be struck out, and “summary jurisdiction”
inserted in lieu thereof.
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Put and passed, and the clause, as
anwnded, agreed to.

Clause 173—agreed to.

?lause 174-—Regulation of use of night-
soil :

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
wu amendment, that the words “oity or
town,” in line 3 be struck out, and“dis-
trict” inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause ns
smended agreed to.

Clauses 175 and 176—agreed to.

Clause 177—Rate for the removal of
nightsoil :

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
amendments, that after the word “board,”
in line 4, the words “or within such dis-
trict if authorised by the Governor” be in-
scrted ; also that at the end of the clause
the following be inserted: “Such rate
ghalt be subject to the provisions of ‘the
Municipal Institutions Act, 1895, as to
general rates, and shall be recoverable in
like: 1nanner.” '

Amendments put and passed, and the
cluuse as amended agreed to.

Clause 178—Power to charge a pan
rate:

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, as
amendments, that after the words “night-
goil,” in line 2, the words “or other
refuse whatever” be imserted; that
after “district,” in line 3, “or not” he in-
serted ; that in lines 3 and 4 the words
“not less than ten shillings, nor ex-
ceeding twenty shillings” be struck out,
and “payable in advance” inserted in liew
thereof ; that after “nightsoil,” in line £,
“or other refuse” he inserted ; that after
“the,” in line 7, “‘owner or” be inserted ;
that after “occupier,” in line 7, the words
“as the local board may decide” bhe in-
serted ; that after “pans,” in line 8, the
words “or other receptacle” be inserted ;
also that the words “in petty sessions,” in
line 11, be struck out.

Put and passed.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as A further amendment, that the word
“buildings,” in line 12, be struck out, and
“houses” inserted in lieu thereof

Mr. GEORGE: The Committee were
entitled to an explanation with regard to
this proposal, which would mean that in
the case of a bank, a Government build-
ing, or a factory being erected, where it
was certainly necessary that conveni-
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ences should be provided for the use of
the men there engaged, the local board
would not be able to make a charge.
Such g charge ehould epply te all buiid-
ings.

g.['HB ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
suggestion was made by the Perth muni-
cipal council, and, acting on it, he had
submitted it to the Committee. It was
proposed to substitute the word “houses”
instead of “buildings,” because the word
“house” had a definition in the interpre-
tation clause, which stated that it in-
cluded tents and dwellinge of any kind,
also schools, hotels, licenged victuallers’
premises, factories, workrooms, common
or other lodging-houses, or other build-
ings or premises.

Mr. A. FORREST: The reason for
substituting the word “houses” for “build-
ings” was that the word “houses” was de-
fined specifically, and the word “build-
ings” was not.

Amendment put and passed.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as 8 further amendment, that the word
“buildings,” in line 15, be struck out, and
“houses” inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauze 179—Houses to have privies:

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as an amendment, that after the word
“house,” in line 5, the word “whether”
be inserted ; a.lsp, that after “jurisdic-
tion,” in line 3, “or not” be inserted.

Put and passed,

TeE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as 8 further amendment, that after the
word “owner,” in line B, the words “hie
agent” be inserted.

“Mr. GEORGE: This matter was one
on which there could be no difference of
opinion. The owner of a house, and not
the occupier, was the person who had to
erect a privy. He would suggest that
the words “the owner or his agent” shoula
appear in the clause, and that the word
“occupier”’ should be struck out.

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
alteration had been suggested at the ip-
stance of the municipal council of Perth.
They were the body who had contrel of
this matter, and they had given it a con-
giderable amount of attention. He be-
lieved there were reasons why the altera-
tion was deemed necessary,
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Mr. A. FORREST: Thereason for agk-
ing for the alteration was that very often .
the owner was out of the colony, and al-
though the agent had power to receive
rents he could not pay moneys away.
We wanted to make the collectors of rents
responsible in the absence of the owners.

Mr. GEORGE moved, as an amend-
ment in line 3, that the words “or occu-
pier” be struck out, because the occupier
wus made liable to a penalty for not doing
that which the owner should do,

Amendment (Mr. George's) by leave
wilhdrawn,

Amendment (Attorney General's) put
ard passed.

M=r. SOLOMON, referring to the 10th
line, said that after the word “coverings”
there had evidently been omitted the
words “sufficient ventilation.” This was
an oversight.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL, aceept-
ing the suggestion, moved, as an amend-
ment, that tke words “sufficient ventila-
tion” bhe inserted after the word “cover-
ings,” in line 10.

Put and passed.

Mr. GEORGE moved, as a further
amerndment, that in line 13 the word “o-
cupier” be struck out from the passage
which read, “such owner or occupier
shall be liable to a pensalty not exceeding
£5 per day,” ete. He zaid there was
something wanting in this Assembly, or
a provision like this would not be rushed
through ; for the clause practically threw
upon the accupier an obligation which
should properly attach to the owner,—
that of providing sufficient closet accom-
modation for the premises occupied. It
was obviously the duty of the owner of a
house to provide sufficient convenience
for making a house habitable; and in
cases where the owner neglected his duty,
this clause would throw the obligation on
the occupier by making him liable to a
penalty of £5 a day for every day during
which the neceesary sanitary accommoda-
tion was not provided, after notice given.
This would be a serious hardehip, in pre-
sent circumstances, for how many per-
sons in Perth, being occupiers, were able
to pay such a fine as this? The clanse
was an example of legislation run mad:
it was like pulting a chain round the
necks of poor people and a gag in their
mouths. The whole clause was sub-
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versive of the true principles of liberty
which attached to the small man as well
as the large man. The object of mum-
cipnl government was not to oppress the
small ratepayer; whereas the object of
this clause was to defend the property-
owner at the expense and loss of the
amall man, working for a daily wage and
occupying o dwelling at a rental. If a
merzber of this Assembly were seeking
election in the Perth district, he might
expect to hear that phase of the argu-
ment brought up against him, and pro-
perly so.  There had been far too much
protection given to the property owners,
in the past legislntion of this colony.

Mr. A. FORREST: The municipal
council of Perth had no objection to the
word “cccupier” being struck out of the
clauge. The hon. member had assumed
that other members were against the
amendment ; but that was only because
he taulked so much, and would not give
anyone a chance of speaking on the
clause.

Siz J. G. LEE STEERE: The Commit-
tee should consider the inadvisableness
of striking out the word “occupier.” The
nrguments against it had been urged as
if the Health Rill was to apply solely to
municipalities, whereas there were far
more boards of health outside of munici-
palities than in them. The boards in
country districts had te deal, in many
justances, with cases where persoms re-
tided on land which was leased or held
from the Crown, That was especially
g0 where there were timber stations;
therefore, if the word “occupier” were
struck out of the olause, all those per-
gsons would be practically left outside
these provisions of the Bill, and the
health boards in country districts would
be powerless to compel them to keep
their places in a proper sanitary condi-
tion.

Mzr. WiLsow : Would not those persons
be owners!

SirJ. G. LEE STEERE: A leascholder
was not an owner.

Mr. VOSPER: While sympathising
with the object of the member for the
Murray (Mr. George), we had to
consider the case of residential areas on
goldfields, which would be affected by this
Bil}. Under the Gold Mines Bill, the oc-
cupiers of residence areas on goldfields
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might bold them in perpetuity and erect
buildings on them, but such occupiers
would still be holding Crown land. If
the word “occupier” were struck out of
che Bill, it would, as the member for
Nelson (Sir J. G. Lee Steere) had pointed
out, have the effect of preventing this
clause from applying to persons who oc-
cupied dwellings on Crown lands or
leased landa.

Mr. Guomree: Those persons would
own the houses they occupied, and the
clause did not say “land.”

Mg. VOSPER: By striking out the
word “occupier” and not substituting
all persons outside of
municipalities and occupying dwellings
would be practically outside the seope of
this clause ; and that was not desirable.

Mr. SOLOMON : Another matter must
be considered before striking out the word
“occupier.” Suppose a person leased his
property for a number of years, and the
lessee made certain improvewnents upon it,
including a large number of closets caus-
ing an accumulation of dirt, how would
the owner be affected in such a case if
the word “occupier” were struck out?

Tese ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
would be directly liable. It must be re-
membered that this Bill was framed to
cover districts where perhaps there was
no municipality at all. That wag one of
the nain featurez of the Bill; and how
could that class of property Dbe dealt
with if the word “occupier” were elimin-
ated? In such districts the occupiers
were in 19 cases out of 20 occupiers of
Crown lands.

Mgz. GeoreB: They could be fined £35.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The £5
was the maximnm penslty—not exceed-
ing £5 a day ; but the fine might be only 1.
a day, and hon. members would see that
if the word “occupier” were struck out—
and he thanked the Speaker for having
mentioned the subject in order to awaken
members to a sense of their duty—it
would render half of this Bill nugatory ;
and he asked the Committee to support
him in retaining it.

Mr. WILSON: The remarks of the
Speaker had come in the nick of time.
It had not oceurred to him (Mr. Wilson)
that the proviso might apply to houses
on timber stations and any other out-
side districts. At the same time it was
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apparent that there was “method in the | should be made to protect the osccupier

madness” of the member for the Murray
{Mr. George). It seemed terribly hard
that a tepant of a city house should be
called upon 2t a moment's notice to erect
a closet for that dwelling, and in default
to be liable to a penalty of £5 per day.
The difficulty could be overcome were
the Attorney General to agree to insert
a clause giving the tenant recourse upon
the owner for any expenditure incurred
under this Bill. The tenant might be
allowed to deduct the cost of erecting the
closet from the rent,

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
would be glad to assist any member
moving amendments, if he could gee his
way to do s0; butthe very illustration
given by one hon. member (Mr. Solomon)
showed the difficulty of the position
Leases were determined by the contracts
entered into by the owner and the lessee.
The two parties made their own contracts,
which were called leases. If the Committee
were to step in and say that notwithstand-
ing these leasces the duty of crecting hes
oftices was to devolve on the owner of the
property, and thus override the contract
in the lease, it would be most unfair. It
weuld not be right.  Very likely tlLe
owner had been led to reduce his rent,
because of certain improvements which
ihe lessee had covenanted to effect. Yet
now by legislation the Committee were
asked to override nll that, and place the
burden on the owner. True, he might be
told that a provision was not justified
merely becnause it had been in existence a
number of years; but it was well to re-
member that this same clause had been
passed in the year 1836.

Mr. GEORGE: The House then con-
sisted entirely of property owners.

Mr. WILSON: The force of the At
torney General’s reply was not apparent.
When property was leased, it was leascd
presumably in a sabitary condition, and
tue object of the Bill was to make owners
ang occupiers keep their buildings in n
sanitary condition ; and if the tenant were
put to any expense by the ¢lause, surely he
ought to be able to recover from the
owner. There could hardly be any lease
in the country which did not imply
that the property was in a habitable con-
dition—at any rate that was implied by
the drawing up of the lease. The clause

as agninst the owner.

Mgr. GEORGE pointed out to the
Aiilorney General that the object of the
amendment was not to deal with lease-
helders, but to conserve the interests of
th» occupants of small tenements. He did
not cure n button for leaseholders, who,
like the owners, could look after them-
selves. If his amendment were carried, 1v
would do more to abolish insanitary houses
in Perth at the presenc day, than any other
regulation that could be imagined. Pro-
perty holders had been looking after
themselves ever since Western Australia
had had a Legislature, and that was why
83 many Acts of Parliament had now to he
altered.

Mr. QUINLAN: It would be unfortu-
nate if the clause as printed were inter-
fered with. There was no force in the
argument of the member for the Murray,
that his amendment was in the interests
of what were termed “small people,” for
who would take a house without the neces-
sary offices attached to it? And if such
tenants were given notice, they would not
dream of building out-offices on another
mnn’s property. They would simply leave.
This same provision would be found
in all Acts dealing with municipali-
tiea, and such bodies invariably had the
right to come upon the owner. It was
amusing to find the hon. member cham-
pioning the cause of what he called “small
people,” when his amendment would be
hurtful to those very people.

Mr. Georce said he did not see how
that could be.

Mr. QUINLAN: Let the hon. member
rcad the Bill, and see.

Mr. GEORGE snid be had read the
Bill, and was quite convinced he was
rizht.

Mz ILLINGWORTH: An important
phase of the subject had been overlocked.
Suppose a small tenant took a house at
7.6 or 10/6 o week, and something went
wrong with the closet, and he received a
notice that he must put it right. He
would have to send word te the agent of
the house, who perhaps would not attend
to it before a week had passed by, and the
tenant might then be fined 5s. per day,
and would have to pay the money. Few
of such tenants could afford to make the
necessary repairs, but could only inform
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the rent collector of the receipt of the
notice ; and the question was whether,
if all these responsibilities were to be
cast upon the occupier, the Committee
were not about to inflict a great hard-
ghip on poor people. At the same time
ho agreed with the contention of the
Speaker. Ome of the principal merits
ol this Bill lay in the fact that it reached
the goldtields towns, and gave power to
the councils to establish a sanitary con-
trol over places outside the municipali-
ties; and the Speaker was quite right in
saying that many of these places were
upon Crown lands. Were we going to
call upon the Crown to erect a closet in
connection with every man’s tent who
heppened to have camped or settled
himself on a piece of Crown land for
which he paid no rent whatever? In
such places the owner could not be
reached, and the law must reach the man
in occupation. These clauses, if he un-
derstood them, referred more particu-
larly to our difficulties on the goldfields
than to towns.  Still it was possible that
injury might be done to small tenants,
and he asked the Attorney General to
congider whether he could not recast this
clause on recommnittal, so that in towns
the onus could be put on the owner, while
retaining control over the occupier of
Crown land. It would be & great hard-
ship to a poor man to be fined £5, and
to have all his household goods sold for
the purpose of paying such fine, because
he failed to provide proper sanitary ar-
raogements on his landlord’s property.
Such men should be protected, but we
must not leave the door open for dwellers
on Crown lands to contaminate & muni-
cipality without let or hindrance on the
part of the council.

Tus ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
would endeavour, if possible, to give
effect to the hon. member's suggestions
on recommittal ; but it would be hardly
wise to eliminate the word “occupier.”
To do so would simply ruin the Bill.

Mn. GEORGE expressed his pleasure
at the announcement of the Attorney
Genseral, but before withdrawing his
amendment asked the Chairman whether,
in the case of the Attorney General fail-
ing to meet the wishes of members on
recommittal, there would be a further op-
portunity to raise this discussion?
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Tue CHAIRMAN: Certainly.

Mr. GEORGE: In that ease he would
withdraw the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that after the word “owner,” in the last
line, the words “his agent” be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 180 and 181—agreed to.

Clause 182—Construction and main-
tenance of drains, cesspools, ete.; local
hoard to ascertain if drains, ete., are nui-
sances:

T ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
a2 an amendment, that the words
“twenty-four hours,” in line 13, be struck
oui, and the words ‘“the time named in
such” ingerted in lieu thereof.

Put ond passed, and the clause as
mupended agreed to.

Clause 183-—Cesspools below grounc
to be abolighed :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
ag an amendment, that the following
words be added to the clause: “or in de-
fault be liable to a penalty not exceeding
fifty pounds, to be recovered before jus-
tices in & summary manner, and a fur-
ther penalty of five pounds for each day
such default shall continue.”

Mx. ILLINGWORTH: Would this ap-
ply to the goldfields? If so, it was mani-
festly absurd, because a good many of
such cesspaols were in old mining shafts,
perhaps 40 or 50 feet deep.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
owner of the land was responsible for fill-
ing them up.

Mr. TLLINGWORTH: Even so, the
provision was absurd in the case of shafits.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
occupant were the owner the clause would
apply to him, but it would not apply to a
lessee.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : But there were
numerous owners of that kind on the gold-
fields.

Trg ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ob-
ject of the clause waa to close all such
cesspools now in existence, and it was of
general application all over the gold-
fields. .
Mr. ILLINGWORTH : If that were so
the hon. gentlemon would hear more shout
it.
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Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 13¢—New cesspools for night-
80il forbidden:

Tup ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,
as amendments, that the words “guch
part of the,” in line 3, be struck out, and
“any” inserted in lieu thereof; also that
the following words after “munici-
pality” be struck out: “as shall be defined
by by-law of Central Board.”

Amendments put and passed, and the
¢lause as amended agreed to.

Clause 135—agreed to.

Clause 186—Prohibition of keeping
swine or unchained dogs about abat-
toirs, etc. :

Mr. HOLMES moved, as an amend-
went, that the words “or any dog, un-
less constantly chained when not wused
for yarding purposes,” in lines 4 and B,
be struck out.

Tne ATTORNEY GENERAL: These
provisions were taken for the first time
from the Victorian Health Act, 1890.

Mr. HOLMES : They would be all
right in the city of Melbourne, but there
was no necessity for them here?

Tiug ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
provisions were all right there, why
should they not be so here?l

Mr. HOLMES: Were they all rlght
there?

Mg, TLLINGWORTH: A dog’s teeth
were sometimes very poisonous, and for
the safety of the public the words ought
to be retained.

Me. HOLMES: If a dog were chained
up for five or six days and then let loose,
the chances were the very first thing he
would go for would be the meat.

Amendment put and passed.

Mgr. HOLMES moved, as a further
amendment, that the words “bleod,
offal,” in line 6, be struck out. There
was no reason why a pig should not con-
sume blood. The blood would indeed
become & nuisance unless consumed. If
it was fit for human consumption—and it
was, as o matfer of fact, consumed by
people in Perth every day of the week—
there was no reason why pigs should not
be allowed to comsume it.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: If there was
anything which would prevent him from
eating pork, it was what he saw during
a visit to a slaughter-house in the vicinity,
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where he witnessed what pigs were eating.
We were dealing with a suggestion that
blood and offal should be manufactured
into pork. From a butcher’s standpoint
it might be a desirable thing, but irom a
health point of view it would be most
undesirable. If it was possible to conm-
vey disease to the humap system by
means of food, through the living system
of an animal being impregnated with such
disease, this would be a most effective
way of doing it. 1If we allowed this
amendment to be carried, we might just
ag well throw up the B.ll,

Tee Premer: This Bill was wanted
badly.

Amendment put, and division taken
with the following result: —

Ayes ... 10
Noes . 12
Majority against... v 2
Ayes. Noes.
Mr, Connar Mr. George
Mr, Doherty Mr. Tlingworth
Sir John Forrest AMr. Leake
Mr. Hall Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Higham Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Holmes Mr. Pennefather
Mr, Tocke Mr. Piesse
Ar. Quinlan Mr. Solomon
Hon, H. W, Venn Sir J- G- Les Steere
Dr. A. Forrest Mr. Vosper

(Leller) Mr. Wilson
Mr. Wood
(Teller)

Amendment thus negatived, and the
clause as previously amended agreed to.

Clauge 187—Paving and drammg of
abattoirs, stables, etc. :

Mr. HOLMES moved, as an amend-
ment, that the word “cow-yards,” in line
3, be struck out. He did not think there
wns any necessity for a cow-yard to be
flagged with bricks, stone, cement or
asphalt.

TPut and nassed.

Mr. HOLMES moved, as a further
amendment, that the word “yards,” in
line 3, be struck out.

Put and passed.

Mz. HOLMES moved, as a further
amendment, that the words “or en-
closures,” in line 4, be struck out. It was
evident that the man who drafted the
clause did not wnderstand anything about
it.

TeB ATTroRNEY GENERAL:
taken from the Victorian Act.

This
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Health Bill.

Mr. HOLMES: The proposal, if car-
ried, would compel one to asphalt acres
and acres of country surrounding a
slaughter-house.

Put and passed.

Mr. HOLMES moved, as a furiher
amendment, that the words “or drafted,”
in line 6, be struck out. If half a dozen
men tried to drive three or four hun-
dred bullocke in an asphalted yard they
would come to grief

Put and passed.

Ma. ILLINGWORTH woved, as a
. further amendment, that after the word
“paved,” in line 7, the words “wood-
blocked, floored,” be inserted.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The ob-
jeet aimed at by the clause was evidently
the prohibition of any flooring that was
of an absorbent nature. To his mind,
wood would be very absorbent.

Mg. Vosper: Bricks were nbsorbent.

T ATTORNEY GENERAL: Every-
thing was absorbent to n degree, but
wood was more absorbent than bricke.

Mg, Vosrer:.Lots of bricks were more
absorbent than some of the hardwoods.

Mr. LOCKE: Jarrah wns quite as good
ag any ordinary brickwork for stable
flooring. He had done a good deal or
stabling and that sort of thing, and be-
lieved that nearly all the stabling in
Perth was made with fleoring wood. So
far ns his experience went, wood was
cleaner and better than either brick or
gtone.

Put and passed.

Mr. HOLMES moved, as an amendment
in the last line of the second paragraph,
that the words “cow yard” be struck out;
also, in the third line, that the word
“yard” be atruck out.

Put and passed.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH moved, as a
further amendment, that in the fourth
line of the second paragraph the words
“wood blocked” be inserted before
l{paved.”

Put and passed.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERATL moved,
as further amendments in the same para-
graph, in line 7, that the words “owner or”
be inserted after “the ;” also, in the third
paragraph, that the words “owner or” be
inserted after “such,” in line 1; also, ibp
line 3, the words “municipal council” be
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struck out and “local board” inserted in
lieu thereof.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 188 and 189—agreed to.

On the motion of the ArToRNEY GENE-
RAL, progress was reported and leave given
to sit again.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on the motion of Mg. Lpaxm, read
a first time.

AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hen. Sir J. For-
reat) moved that the order of the day, for
resuming the debate on the motion for
second reading, be discharged. He said
the funds at the disposal of the Agricul-
tural Bank would be sufficient for the pre-
gent financial year; and, on further con-
sideration, he did not propose to proceed
further with the Bill

Question put and passed, and the order
discharged.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10.30 p.m.
until the next day.



